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March 2002.
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Journal of Samuel Rose Parkinson

I was Born in Barrowford Lancashire, England April 12th 1831. My father William Parkinson died when I
was 6 months old; then my mother moved to Stockport Lancashire and taught at a school for a living. In the
year 1835 my mother got married to Edmond Berry  a coal merchant. In  1839 my father and family
emigrated to Australia. We set sail on Friday and called in at St. Jags to get fresh water, but they would not
let us have any unless we stayed there 8 days. The captain would not, so he hoisted the anchor and set sail
on Friday. We sailed to Cape of Good Hope, where we cast anchor. We took in fresh water and cattle, some
Cape sheep, the tails of these were about 2 ft. long, and 1 ft. wide across the middle, we took quite a lot of
poultry then set sail on Friday. We landed in Sidney about six months later. In 1840 my father was a lime
merchant in Sidney and did well. My mother, and I started a grocery store and made money. In the spring of
1843 my father starteda brick yard. He lost nearly all we had made so he got discouraged and emigrated to
new Zealand. He did not like New Zealand, so he paid his fare to go on the same ship to Valparaso, South
America. My Father got a good job at the English water works where he was put in charge. I went to school
for 6 months. In 1844 I was interpretor of the Spanish language for a dentist and the following year  I tended
a store for aniron merchant. In 1846 father emigrated to England. We had A rough time sailing round Cape
Horn; the sea broke our bulworks in the fore and aft.  We were sailing one evening with a stiff breeze and
the sea froze over. It was all the captain could do to turn the ship around and sail back all night. When we
came up again, the ice had turned into iceburgs so they had to stear through very carefully. When we left
South America our captain bet a new hat with another captain, that he would be in England first. When we
got round the Cape Horn, the captain saw a ship behind. He thought it was a pirate ship so he heaved to and
this captain sailed right along the side of us and had a long talk with our captain then sailed off and told our
captain to remember the new hat. We sailed in a heavy gale every day until we came to the coast of Ireland
and there we got ship wrecked, but we got ashore safely and travelled overland to a seaport town name
Wexford. We took a passage to Liverpool, then a train to Stockport, Lancashire.There was no work to be got
in the country; so father bought 2 cows and I went around selling milk. In the year 1847 father moved to
Blackburn, Lancashire. Father and I went to work on the Blackburn and Preston Rail Road, then we moved
to Rawtenstall and Bacup Rail Road. We worked there all summer and moved back to Blackburn and
worked on the Blackburn and Accrington Rail Road all winter to early in the spring, My mother took me to
see my relations.  I saw an aunt who lived at the foot of Pendle Hill. We crossed over to the Downham side
where I saw an uncle with a large family who made his liveing by farming.  I saw another uncle beween
Burnley and Barrowford who owned a cotton factory. He gave me a half crown (2s 6d, 12.5p about £12) I
thought it was small potatoes. In 1848 we emigrated to St Louis Mo. There father and I worked in a
porkhouse all winter and I joined the Church. We saved money to send for my sister Elizebeth and her
husband and family. In the spring father andI got a job ata flour mill driveing team at $1.00 a day each. On
July 18th, 1849, my mother died of cholera.  The next winter father got married. In the spring of 1850 I left
home as I and my step mother could not agree about the children. I went to board with Bro Clemings and I
was out of work 2 or 3 weeks. I got afread I could not pay my board bill so I got a job to drive team at
$18.00 board and washing per month. I worked 3½ months and I saved $32.50, then I quit working by the
month and I bought  a horse and dray for $130.00. I paid 30 dollars down and got time for the balance and I
paid the balance in six weeks. During this time father had moved up the river to Lagrans Mo. and I had got
home sick so I went up to see them. I found they were all in health but poor in circumstances so I told my
father how I was geting along. He could hardly believe it but I told him if he would come down to St. Louis
I would give him my team and a good mill to haul for where he could make from $15.00 to $25.00 per
week. So he took me up and moved to St. Louis and I bought another team on time. I paid 230.00 dollars for
it. In the winter father got discouraged because there was no work. He wanted me to take the team back as
he did not like to sell it because I had made him a present of it. He said he had no feed for his team nor his
family so I told him to go home and cheer up and I would bring him some. So I borrowed some money and



bought him 2 barrels of flour, 1 hog, and 1 load of hay, and 1 load of corn, and I took it to him. I told him
when he got any more money to keep it and let his wife have a little at a time. I finished paying for my team
in the spring of 1851 as I worked very hard and, some times I worked every other night. In 1852 I let my
father have a horse worth $75.00 for $40.00, then my brother in law William Higgins, wanted me to give
him a start in the world so I sold him a team for $175.00. He was to pay me as much as he could every
week. He had the team for a 1 year and payed me $5.00; his excuse was that he could not do all kinds of
work so I lent him a mule so that he could do all kinds of work and pay me for the team I had let him have,
but he tried to swindle me out of the whole affair; so I put it into a lawer’s hands and he got me 1 mule
back. He could not get any more because the law allowed him all he had left. On January 1st 1852 I got
married. I had about $600.00 in the bank. I started another team and made money all the time. On February
23rd 1853 my son Samuel was born. In the same year my sister Lucy and her steptmother could not agree
so she came to me and I protected her. In 1854 I emigrated to Utah Territory. I took my sister  with me. I
crossed the plains with a four mule team; I found Utah a hard place for me to live and save my team until I
got use to the ways of the country. I turned my team out on the ranch for the winter; I went to work for A.
Alder and Shem Pernell, burning charcoal, in Seders west of Ogden City and hauled it to Kayvill. Bro
Robins and I got our winter wood from willow roots down by the lake of Kay Vill. In the Fall I bought a
building lot and a set of house logs so I went to work and built a log house and moved in about the end of
December 1854. In the spring I bought a piece of land, and put in a crop but the grasshoppers ate it all up so
I went to work on the fort wall. In 1855 my wife had twins William and Charlotte. In the fall I contracted to
run a threshing machine as there was a little grain raise up north, so I made my bread and seed for another
year. I traided my stove for another one and got a cow to boot. In the spring of 1856 I put in a crop of wheat
and went on a Mission to the Devel Gate for a load of hand cart goods. I turned out to be a general traider.
In 1857 I put in a crop andmy son George was born on this year. In the fall I went out to Echo canyon to
meet the Johnson army. I was with gerneral Wells until he came in to the vallay, then I started on a Mission
to Salmon River. I was sent back from Marsh valley in charge of a lot of wagons. When I got home I put in
my crop and then the order came for every body to move south, so I moved south in companny with
Christopher Layton and Geo. Allen. In 1858 we travelled west of Utah Lake to find that the indean was very
hosstile there, so we turned back. Then the word came for every body to return to their homes; so I drove
home. I had done considerable traiding with the gentiles in the fall.  In the Spring of 1859 I put in a crop.
On July 7th my son Franklin was born. In the Spring of 1860 I moved to Chache Valley Franklin where we
camped in what is known as the South field and then bro Maughn came up and held a meeting and
appointed Bro Smart myself and Bro. Sanderson as a committee to give out the land and take charge of the
place until there was a Bishop appointed. Most of the summer we went to work and surveyed the land and
drew lots for it, put in a crop and worked on water ditches. In the fall I went to sell dry goods for Parry &
Co. Salt Lake City. President Young came up appointed Preston Thomas Bishop. In 1861 we put in a crop
and I had a team across the plains after the poor. I started a dry goods store and did considerable traiding. In
the year 1862 my daughter Easter was born. I sent a team across the plains after the poor, put in a crop and
tended the store. I belonged to the Minite Company and was out on every expedision.  We had a great
amount of runing every year;  with a grate deal of public work.  In 1863 I put in a crop. I sent a team across
the plains, every year they went and one season I sent 2 wagons. On Aug 28th my son Albert was Born. In
1864 I put in a crop; and bought a half of a chaf piler threshing machine. I help to guard Franklin from
indians depridation a great deal. In 1865, on April 18th my daughter Clarisa was born.  I farmed it all those
years, and bought a ¼ of a new pitts theshing machine. I worked on the water ditches and the Meeting
House.Bro Smart and I built a saw mill. In 1866 I farmed and ran the store all the time. My daughter
Caroline was born on Nov 10th. I married Charlotte Hayter Smart in December 1867. My daughter Ann
was born October 15th. I took the theshing machine and ran it down to Ogden and did good business.  On
February 15th 1868 I married Maria Hayter Smart. I was farming and trading and I went  freighting to
Montana. On March 27th 1869 my Son Thomas was born and on Sept 7th my daughter Lucy was born. I
sold dry goods and did conciderable business. I paid up 6 shares in the coop store. In 1870 I farmed and
traded all year and served as constable for about 8 years. In 1871 I farmed and my daughter luella born on
Sept 22. I traded in anything: horses, cattle, dry goods and grain. In 1872 the stock holders of the store
made me a direttor and Superintendent of the Store. On July 15th my son Joseph was born. When I took
charge of the store it was in debt by $2,300 dollars.A year after I ran it, it was not oweing anybody then I
was called on a mission to Arrizona and I went. My Journal commences April 12th 1873. In that you will
find it more correct. I have written this down as near correct as I could recollect.


